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IIl.—Home ApDMINISTRATICN. 


(e)—FPolkice, 


abdst, of the 15th February, draws the attention of the police 

— oe to the — called the New pond on the 

| Zettials in the Burdwan diftriet. road between the villages of Kuli and Susuna, 
o the district of Burdwan, where wayfarers are frequently attacked by 
Igttials. 


(1) — Working of the Couris. 


BaNGaBast, 
Feb. 16th, 1890. 


9, A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the llth February. Buanwax Au n 


* says that the cases in the Ranigunge Muneifi 

- 2 baving increased in number, they are repeatedly 
tponed to the great inconvenience of the parties. Government I 

requested to appoint an additional Munsif at Basigunge for some time. 


benefited by the new arrangement made by the Lieutenant-Governor_and 
the Commissioner, constituting it a gub-division for the trial of criminal 
cases only, with Moulvi Shujawat Ali Ahmed, as Sub-Deputy Magistrate 
with second class powers, in view of the expected increase of criminal 
‘litigation for the possession of the alluvial formations that are going on. But 
the recent order of the Magistrate that all petitions, except those under 
sections 352 and 323, must be sent to the head-quarters, and thenes returned 
for disposal to Haridaspore, will cause great trouble to the parties Govern 
ment should kindly look into the matter. 

4. The Urdu Guide Darussdlianat, of the 14th February, recommends 


oe that the post of the Chief Magistrate of Cal- 

The Chief Magistrate of Calcntis. cutta be given to Syed Ameer Hossein on 
Mr. Marsden taking furlough to England. | 

5. A correspondent of the Som Fraldal, of the 17th February, praises 

Baboo Bhnben Mohan Raha, Depaty Baboo Bhuban Mohan Raha, Deputy. Magie- 


soar tage singh trate of Bankoora, as a atriet and eonscieatious 
| officer, who does not allow himself to be influenced by his subordinat 


-, 19 8, gf 


and superintends their work every day. But the Deputy Magistrate has 
certain faults whieh require corgection. ae a a 

It is true that conscientious officers are naturally somewhat, raugh 
in their manners, hut Baboo Bhuban Mohan will do well to be a little 
less rude towards pleaders and mukhtare. He should not also lean on an’ 


Feb. 11th, 1890. 


SuDHAKAR, 
Feb 14th,1890. 


Undo dum 
DaBUSSALTANAT, 


Feb. 14th, 1890. 


Som PRakasH, 
Feb. 17th, 1890. 


tide from the very commencement of atrial. He should remember that 


Justice is seldom done in trials hurriedly made, however satisfactary such: trials 


rad be to the superior officers. In trying criminal cages, Bhuben Babae 


ould have the evidence of witnesses recorded in full by his P sf 
Sessions J udge of B y eghkaz. The 


ankoora being a Bengali, evidence n . 
recorded in Bengali, 8 a Bengali, evidence may very well be 


He should also discharge the former editor and printer of this paper 
whose connection with it has, now ceased. Tne case ef defamation insti- 
tuted against them by a local police officer named Amulyaratan is still 
dragging its slow length in his court. | „ 


(d)— Education. | dcr 
6. A correspondent of the Burdan San ji vani, of the Ii FP i 


be Minor Scholarship Examination em 
i the Burdwan Division. Schela 


. Buapwan Sanszrvant, 


Feb. IIth, 1890, 


YRATIEAR, 
Feb. Iich, 1990. 


SUDHAKAB, 
Feb. 14th, 1890. 


BaNGABas), 
Feb. 16th, 1890. 


BakGABASI. 
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Burdwan Division were too many and too difficult. It is hoped that som, 
consideration will be made by the examiners on this account. 

7. A correspondent, who is the pundit of a pathsala in the Murshid). 

bad district, writes to the Pratékdr, of th 
ee 14th February, as follows :— 

Government has appointed several grades of officers to inspect the 
village pathsalas. Of these, however, the correspondent COMES in contact 
only with those who are most subordinate in rank. And when ther 
subordinate officers visit the pathsalas, they have to be supplied with provision 
during their stay in the village, at the cost of poor pundits like the com. 
epondent bimself. This eats up the pundit’s month’s salary, which is ve 
poor indeed. But even that fails to satisfy the inspecting Baboos. It jy 
said that the Baboos get allowances for these inspecting tours. The corre 
spondent, therefore, prays them to pay out of their own purse the expenses 
of their visits to the village pathsalas, instead of inflicting the burden on po 
men like the correspondent. This cannot be said, however, of all inspecting 
officers without exception. During his long experience the correspondent ong 
came across an officer who was good enough to pay the correspondent all the 
expenses he had incurred on that officer’s account. 

8. The Sudhdkar, of the 14th February, ads he * Mahomedan | 
1 „ community is greatly indebted to Sir A. Crof 
E for the great interest which Government is 
. taking in the education of Mahomedan youth | 
by founding special scholarships for them, and by appointing two special 
Inspectors for the Mahomedan schools. But the writer notices with concen 
that it is proposed to transfer the Inspector of Mahomedan Schools, Basten 
Circle, to Chittagong, and to bring the Deputy Inspector of Chittagong, 
Baboo Kailas Chandra Sen, to fill his place. This course, if adopted, vil 
tell on Mahomedan education. The Mahomedan Inspector has frequent 
occasion to consult learned Mahomedans for the purpose of regulating the 
educational system of the Mahomedans, and he will be unable to do so if be 
is removed from Dacca, the centre of Mahomedanism. Again, in Chittagong, | 
his attention will be divided between Hindus and Mahomedans, and the 
cause of Mahomedan education will therefore suffer. It is hoped that 


the Director of Public Instruction will give the matter his carefal | 
consideration. | 


9. It appears to the Bangabdst, of the 15th February, from the 


5 _ report of the Tumlook High English Schoo | 
look High English | School in the Mid. in the Midnapore district, that Christa 


9 Missionaries are often invited to address ibe 
teachers and boys of that school. Considering that the school receives aid 
from Government, and that the students are for the most part Hindu, thet 
Missionary visits are calculated to cause anxiety. The conduct of th 


school authorities is reprehensible, and they should be called upon for # 
explanation. 


10. The same paper says that it is well known that the system o : 


5 8 9 * professors o “os 
iu the Ce happointins examiners and colleges to the University examinembi 
2 is fraught with mischief. But no attempt 1 
made to remedy the evil. In previous years the mischievous. character d 
the system became apparent on an inspection of the question papers: bul 
this year the Indian Daily News has already indicated the nature of ide 
questions which will be set at the ensuing examinations, from à met 
knowledge of the method of teaching followed by the teacher examiner 
The matter is gradually assuming a very serious aspect. The Univers) 
pretends to educate the boys and to respect justice by making an imp 


( 165 ) 


‘nati the candidates. But do its actions tally with its professions ? 
13 mil * happy to see the matter sifted under the Vice-Chancel- 
: hi of Justice Banerji. He thinks that the system should be abolished 
— There will be no lack of examiners if teachers and professors 


sre excluded. Rather have permanently appointed examiners than keep 
up the present system. 


11. The same paper makes the following sarcastic observations on the 


in the Cal- exclusion of the Bengali language from the 
Ot Amat ue curriculum of the Calcutta University :— 


niversity curriculum includes every possible branch of knowledge, 
ten . unseemly thing, called the Bengali language, Whose very 
ame it must be sinful to utter, and which is a reproach to learning. The 
University teaches English, French, Hindi, Arabic, Uriya, Latin, Sanskrit, 
all the languages in fact of the air, the earth, and the water, except that 
one tongue of the Bengalis—the Bengali language—which is considered to 
he more vulgar and obscene than even the languages of birds, beasts and 
insects. a EE 
on Calcutta University has been established for educating Bengalis, 
andits influence is felt all over Bengal. Its authorities, therefore, consider 
it to be only natural that the mother-tongue of its alumni is the only thing 
which should not be included among the subjects of its examinations. There 
appears to be, it is thought, no necessity for the cultivation of their mother- 
tongue by Bengalis: nay, its cultivation is deemed to be fraught with positive 
mischief. A knowledge even of the Bengali alphabet will lead educated 
Bengalis astray. A thing so poisonous as this Bengali language cannot be 
i too carefully avoided. Some B. A’s and B. L's have already blighted their 
educational careers by privately taking a dose or two of this poison. The 
poison has weakened and muddled their brains, and all their splendid education 


has gone to rack and ruin for it. Is anything else required to show wh 


Els y 
Bengali is not recognised by this University, which exists for the education 
of Bengalis? Butit may be charged against the University that it has still 


prescribed a little Bengali for the Entrance Examination. But that is only 
an apology for Bengali teaching, and those who receive that teaching are 
looked down upon as nothing better than pathsala boys. 3 

Speaking seriously, the writer then observes that he has never been able 
to make out the true cause of this neglect of the Bengali language by the 
University. And he gives expression to this view of his once more, and 
with particular emphasis, now that Dr. Banerjee is Vice-Chancellor. It is 
foolish to suppose that a knowledge of Bengali will necessarily follow from a 
knowledge of Sanskrit. No amount of knowledge in Sanskrit, or, indeed, 
in any other subject, can give a knowledge of Bengali. One must study 
Bengali as a separate subject in order to know it. But the University does 
not compel its study, and the consequence is that it is not studied. early 
97 per cent. of the University men here are quite ignorant of their mother- 
tongue. They cannot even express their own thoughts in Bengali, much less 


compose books or write essays in it. Nay, there are many who cannot even 


write all the letters of the Bengali alphabet eorrectly. These are no 
gratuitous assertions. Among the innumerable letters and articles which 
reach the office of this paper, there are many which, in point of composition, 
are a disgrace to the high education of the writers, and some of them are 
absolutely unworthy of publication. | 


5 * University manufactures Baboos, and the Baboos have an intense 
atre 


of the Bengali language. So long, therefore, as the Baboos continue 


| to be the predominating element in the affairs of the University. under the 
— of Europeans, so long will the education scandal remain as at 
resent. shed : copay: 


Damm o-SaMAcHAR 
CHANDRIEA, 


Feb. 18th, 1890, 


San SUDBANIDHI, 
Feb. 10th, 1890. 


SaHaOCHAR, 
Feb. 12th, 1890. 
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he Dainil-e-Semdchdr Chandrikd, of the 17th February, 
ae thas the Viceroy bas a Law Min 


n 
aia in 
nae er Finance Minister, and an — — 
and it is said that he will henoeforwerd have a Minister of Education too, 

the romour goes that Sir Alfred Croft will be that Minister of Education 
It will, indeed, be a grand thing to see this array of ministers, but it vil d 
no real good to the country, If the new office is ta be af apy good to Indy 
ite holder must be a man of independence of character, which Sir Alf 
Croft is not. Sir Alfred only seeks to please Government. As Director d 


Public Instruction he haa not shown the independence and _conscientiousney 


of his predecessors, Atkingon and Woodrow. Nor has he fought with 
Government as strenuously as they did for the purpose of protecting th. 
interests of the Education Department, The writer does not know whether 


Sir Alfred has the courage or the inclination to wage such wars. He i 


submissive to the Governors in all matters, and he spends his time in amus. 


ments. He wants the qualities which are required in 9 Minister of Educ. | 


tion. One misses in Sir Alfred Croft, the Director, even the qualities whic 


were seen in Mr. Oroft, the Professor. He may be eyo tra fe the 
inister of 


13. The Datnit-o-Sdmachér Chandrikd, of the 18th February, com 


* lains that, while alternative text-books ba 
the het of — 2 . W.. Ern 2 named in every be in, the list of | 


office of Minister of Education, but his is not the heart that a 
Education should have. 


text-books issued for the Burdwan Division, 


the Inspector’s own edition of Euclid is the only text-book prescribed iy | 
geometry, as if there was no other edition of Puclid in the Bengali ae sy 2 
Baboo Brahmamohan Mallik has been guilty of injustice by protecting his | 
own interests in this way, and he has by this act of his brought discredit 
upon himself, upon Sir Alfred Croft, and upon the Education Depart 


ment. He and other Inspectors of Schools are earning disgrace by acts like 
the above, which they can safely do, as there is no fear of such acts being : 


protested against by their subordinates. 
(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


14. The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 10th February, says, that if the ner 
trrules that are being made by the Chairman 

ane rales under the new Municipal, the Caleutta Municipality apd his adwaen | 
| under the new Municipal Act be carried 1j 
effect, the poorer and middle classes shall have to leave the tows. Th 


Municipal authorities aim at converting Calcutta into a town like London; 


but they should remember that the circumstances of the people bere e 


quite different from those of the people of London. | 


15. The Sabachar, of the 12th February, says that the, private letle 


Which the Vice-Chairman of the Duxbhncg 


Mr, r- snd the Durban Municipality wrote to Me. Beaden when ty 


— latter was on tour gives the lie ta the stat 


of Mr. Beadon that he does not remember whether there, was a temple d 
Mahavirji on the disputed spot, and that the Vice-Chairman onght to; hav : 


waited for his orders. There is nothing new in the attempt ma 


Mr. Beadon in this case to shift, the responsibility from bie own halten 


on to those of the native Vice-Chairman. This ie done whenever & U 


does any wrong thing to please an Englishman. There, are many things i 
show that Mahammad Khan is a great fool. It did not occur to him ¥ 


Mr. Beadon who was then, with a view to gain his own object, employing * 


Mussulman to demolish a Hindu temple might on some future occa 


employ a Hindu to demolish a Mahomedan mosque. 


e r ee ee 


(a ) 
; hat the Bengal Government will do justice in this matter. 
Th eds. ron Mr. Boxwell, has hitherto carried on the investigation 
* strictly impartial spirit. The writer must plainly out his mind on 
whe int. Attacks have been made by Government officers upon the Hindu 
al — in Bengal, Bombay, and Madras. Government should therefore 
— Some Government officers would have the * believe that 


Government wants to suppress the Hindus. The writer does not believe 


hat Government has really any such intention. Those officers who act in a 


; sto show that Government has really such an intention 
a ean be checked, or Government itself will earn disgrace. The 
letter written by the Municipal Vice-Chairman to Mr. Beadon shows that 
Mr. Beadon is unfit for the office of District Magistrate. 


16. The Pratikdr, of the 14th February, does not consider it probable . 


that an iconoclastic act_ like the demolition of 
the Hindu temple at Durbhunga will go un- 
punished ander the administration of an upright and good ruler like Sir 
Steuart Bayley. Not the Hindus of Durbhunga only, but the entire Hindu 
community of India, should demand with one voice justice from Government 
in this matter, and should give themselves no rest until adequate punishments 
have been dealt out to those who have insulted their religious feelings. 
They should not also, as regards the Magistrate himself, be satisfied with the 
mere make-believe punishment of a transfer. The Mahomedan Vice-Ohair- 
wan, too, should be taught a lesson which will make bim forbear from such 
conduct in future. 5 ike 
17. The same paper says that the new rules of the Berhampore 
1 3 Municipality regarding the construction of new 
— houses are on the whole good. The rules require 
every person who wants to make a new house to take the permission of the 
Municipality for its construction, and in giving its permission, thé. Municipa- 
lity will mark out the sites of drains and privies. This is certainly an 
advantage. But the writer fails to see why the permission of the Municipalit 
should be required in making additions to a house already existing. This will 
only entail unnecessary trouble on the residents. The rule requiring the submis- 
sion of a plan of the house to be constructed with the application asking 
for the Municipality’s permission is also objectionable, on the ground that 
the native masons of this country do not know how to make plans of houses. 
The Municipality might remove this difficulty by entrusti g this work to .the 
Ward Commissioners. The rule regarding the Municipality’s permission should 
be enforced only in case of the construction of new houses. 5 
As to the Municipality taking over to itself the task of removing night-soil, 
the writer is not sure whether this arrangement will be convenient, to the 
tate-payers or not. But he objects strongly to the principle which the 
Municipality intends to adopt of assessing the night-soil rate upon the 
estimated annual rent of a house, because assessments made upon this 
principle will entail great hardship on, middle class men generally, and especi- 
ally on those who, though themselves poor, own large houses bee by 


The Durbhunga temple affair. 


| Wealthy ancestors, and who are unable to repair those houses. The Munici- 


pality cannot, therefore, consider too carefully this question of 
for the sake of its poor rate-payers. 


18. The Samaya, of the 14th 


The Durbhunga temple affair. 


eserving of. thanks for. its prompt “enquiry ; into th . 
ample case, and the Commissioner, Mr. Boxwell, deserves praise for the 
partial manner in which he has conducted the enquiry. eee 


: PRATIEAR, 


Feb. 14th, 1800. 


SaNJIVAaNt, 


Feb. 15th, 1890. 


NaVAVIBHAKAR 
SaDHaBaNl, 
Feb. 17th, 1890, 
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The writer cannot say, however, that Mr. Beadon has been able to 

‘the same courage and love of truth in giving his evidence befor 

117. Bouwell, which he has displayed by taking upon himself the respongi};. 

lity of the temple affair. | nae | 
In the letter which Muhammad Khan wrote to Mr. Beadon at the 


time of the destruction of the temple, he stated that the demolition of th 
. temple had greatly excited the Hindus, and yet Mr. Beadon says that ty 


knew not tbat the demolition of the temple would cause any excitement 
among the Hindus. | in 
fi Beadon's evidence is of a nature to excite laughter. If he 
thinks that Mahammad Khan did wrong in demolishing the temp) 
without waiting for his orders, why did he say the demolition was tis 


own work, and why did he throw the cost of defence of that proceeding upon 


the municipality? Again, in giving evidence, Mr. Beadon ought: to haye 
plainly stated what he knew, instead of expressing himself like one who | 

elieves that this thing is such and such, and who is under the impression 
that that thing is such and such. 

It is impossible that Mr. Beadon, who has been serving for a long time 
as Magistrate of Durbhunga, and who has gone to the spot several times to 
look for land for the construction of houses for civilians, should not be aware 
of the existence of the temple. Mr. Boxwell, who served as Collector there 
many years ago, deposed to having seen the temple. _ 

Mr. Beadon also says that he had an impression that the land on 
which the temple stood had been purchased by Government. It is not 3 
little strange that Mr. Beadon should mistake ‘this land for the land 
purchased by Government from which it is separated by a wide tract of 

round. And granting that the land was purchased by. Government, 

r. Beadon’s proceeding could not still be justified, gs in that case 
action would have had to be taken under the Land Acquisition Act, and 
not under the Municipal Act. Thus, Mr. Beadon’s action in this matter, 
from whatever point of view it may be judged, admits of no defence. 

19. The Sanjivant, of the 15th February, says that it may bes 

ue pe ee convenient 1 for Sir A 

Sir H. Harrison and the in on the eve of his departure from the Muni- 
ee cipal Board, to earn a name for himself by 
increasing the salaries of the officers of the amalgamated municipality all 


round, but the Commissioners should strongly protest against such unjustifl- 
able waste of money, as the scheme will involve an incresse of expenditure 
to the extent of a lakh of rupees. When the amalgamation was effected, it 
was clearly stated that the officers of the Suburban Municipality’ should 
not have their salaries increased from the funds of the Town Municipality; 
and the salaries which are paid to the Officers of the Municipality are 
generully equal to those of the employés in the public and private offices in 
Calcutta, and are in some cases even handsomer than the latter. There i 
therefore no ground for increasing the salaries. Ue 

20. The Navavibhdkar Sédhdrant, of the 17th February, says that 


the new Calcutta Municipal Act bas been & 
cain act of municipal oppression in prolific source of oppression from which eten 
the rich are not free. The operation of e 
Act has been attended with such oppression during the short time it has 
been in force that many rate-payers will have to leave Calcutta in a short 
time. The new Act provides that the owners of bustees are to pay munici- 
pal taxes for their tenants, themselves realising from the tenants wie 
they can. This causes great hardship to the owners of business who caine — 
in many cases recover even the rents of their lands without going to the 
Small Cause Court. Recently Babu Jadulal Mallik of Calcutta: refused to 
pay municipal taxes for his ryots till he had himself recovered the tale 


* 
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10 at when the time allowed for the payment of the taxes 
rom the , mandel first issued a summons and then a warrant againet 
erpipe at last proceeded to recover the amount due to it by distraining bis 
him, an at une to hie and bis neighbours’ astonishment; The Babe 

Dahle property (0 his and his, neighbour’, astonishment 
pear n paid off the amount of the municipal claim and sent away the 
ait, But he has since instituted a suit in the * * against on 
unicipality. It is hoped that he will win the case, and that his vietory: , 
‘al a stop to oppressive proceedings like these. ee ts Lee 
P 91, The same paper says that Mr. Beadon has stated in his evidente 
that he was under the impression that the 
The Durbhungs temple affair. temple of Mahavirji was included in the land. u 
declaration for whose acquisition had been published by Government. But it 
i a matter of shame that he had not common sense enough to understand 
hat a municipality can exercise no control over land acquired by Government. 
Mr. Beadon acted like a true Hoglishman in resolving to take upon 
himself the responsibility of the temple affair but it is to be regretted that 
he has not been able to stick to that resolution, and is now trying to shift 
the responsibility upon the Mussulman Vice-Obairman. | 
Mr. Beadon's evidence shows that he has a very weak memory; and a 
man with so weak a memory is unfit for administrative work, 
Mr. Beadon is also very neglectful of his duties. He did not give any 
reply to the telegram sent to him by Baboo Isvari Singh, requesting him to 
withdraw the Vice-Chairman’s order for the demolition of the temple. He 
did not also even read the petition submitted to him by the mukhtar of 
Baboo Isvari Singh. The temple affair shows what mischievous consequen- 
ees are produced by the entrusting of careless men like Mr. Beadon with 
administrative duties. And unfortunately for the people of this country, 
the number of such careless officers is daily increasing. 5 
If the occurrence which has taken place at Durbhunga had taken 
place either in the Punjab or in the North- Western Provinces, very disastrous 
consequences would have been produced. Do not the officers of Govern- 
ment remember what a terrible animosity was kindled between Hindus and 
Mussulmans at Mooltan in connection with the Pralhadji temple owing to 
the indiscretion of an officer? The Hindus of Darbhanga deserve great 
praise for their forbesring conduct on this occasion. Although the hand 
of sacrilege was laid on their god in their very presence by Mussulmans and 
other unclean people, they did not allow themselves to be led beyond the 
limits of the law. Once only did they try to _ the perpetrators of the 
tacrilege, but when they were arrested for so doing, they offered no more 
opposition, and only humbly informed Government of the wrong they had 
tulfered. Very serious consequences will be produced if Government doe: 
hot do justice in this case. The people of Tirhoot have been gréat 
xeited by the sacrilege, but they have been pacified iu some degree by 
Government’s prompt enquiry into the matter. It is not to be believed, 
however, that they will bear the wrong with patience if its perpetrators are 
hot punished. It is said that great efforts are being made in consideration of 
Mr. Beadon’s high birth to prevent: his being punished. But every ruler 
should see that the Englich Government's prestige for justice; which’ hi 
tndeared British rule to the people of India id so short a time, is maintain 
lschievous Consequences are produced from time to time by disregarding this 
Principle of strict justice in the conduct of the administration. Government 
ba a to have regard to this principle in passing orders in the Durbhunga 
e Case, | 1 aT idee 
22. The Som Prakdsh, of the 17th: February, says that the provision 
The working of the Gl U, in dhe Calcutta: Municipal Act regarding the 
cipal Act. 8% Sh Calcutta Muni- ¢olleciion from tlie landlorde of the amoynts 
of municipal taxes payable by their tenants: is 
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a Source of great hardship to the proprietors of bustee lands whose tenap, 
are poor and ate therefore unable to pay their taxes in proper time. If th, 
municipality had collected the taxes directly from the tenants, fear vod 
have compelled them to find the mone somehow or other. And the landloy 
deing now entrusted with the collection of those taxes, the tenants hin 
no longer any fear, and they do not therefore pay the taxes to the landlor, 
in proper time. But the municipality collects the taxes from the landlords by | 
distraining their goods after the expiration of the prescribed term, no matter 
whether or not they have been able to realise them from their tenants, 4 
this has rendered landed property in Calcutta, hitherto a most convenient 
form of investment, a most troublesome thing to deal with. The writer then 
refers to the case of a gentleman in Calcutta who prayed for an extension d 
the period allowed for the payment of municipal taxes on the ground of 
inability to realise them from his tenants, and whom the municipality 
nevertheless compelled to pay the taxes just at the expiration of the pr. 
scribed period by distraining his goods. | ep 
\ / After all this, the rate-payers of Calcutta should not sit idle, and the 
liberal-minded Lieutenant-Governor should repeal the Act, or, at any rate, 
repeal its objectionable provisions. That a wrong has once been don 
through indiscretion is hardly a sufficient reason for persisting in it. 


23. The same paper says, that in spite of the existence of a Health 
Officer on a large salary, there has been of late 

mene an alarming increase in the death-rate of 
Calcutta. During the three weeks ending the Ist February the mortality 
increased by 50 or 60 every week. This is really alarming. The numberof 
deaths during the last of these three weeks was greater by 90 than that in the 
corresponding week of last year. The increase of the death-rate will au 
become apparent from a comparison of average mortality of the last five 
years with the mortality of tnis year. The average mortality of the last fir 
years was about 30 per mille. This shows whether the health of Calcutta ba 
improved or not. The largest number of deaths is from cholera. | 
This increase of mortality is due, in the writer’s opinion, to the want of | 
proper attention to the native quarter of the town. Want of inspection of 
articles of food, carelessness in cleaning the streets, continued deposits of 
filth near drain pits, lead to those outbreaks of cholera which cause this large | 


number of deaths. The municipality should take prompt steps to improve 
this state of things. 7 


rn 24. The Dainik-o-Samdchér Chandriké, of the 18th February, | 
_ Feb, 18th, 1890. 2 | hears that Mr. Lee will be appointed 
Mr. Lee as Chairman of the Calcutta Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality | 


Municipality. in the place of Sir Henry Harrison. Ib 


5 i a writer has closely watched Mr. Lee's careét | 
since his appointment to the Baraset sub-division, and he does not think that 
he will prove a success as Chairman of the Calcutta Municipality. 


25. The Dainik-o-Samdchdr Chandrikd, of the 19th February, 


5 that an oppression has really been committed 
Baboo Jadulal Aral Pelity and upon Baboo Jadulal Mallick by the Oalcutmm 


f Municipality. It seems that Sir Henn 
Harrison set the law in motion with the view of oppressing Baboo 121 


It was unjust and ill-advised to seize the carriages and horses of a rich u 
respectable man like Jadulal for default in paying the municipal fa 
payable by his tenants. The new Municipal Act is extremely disliked ] 
the rate-payers. It should therefore be enforced gently at the outset. B 
great oppression is being practised under the Act. The writer will awa 
with interest the decision of the High Court in the case which is to be 
instituted by Baboo Jadulal against the Calcutta Municipality. age 


DaINIK-0-SaMacHaR- 
CHANDRIK,, 
Feb. 19th, 1890. 


* 
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mudd Prab ld bar, of the 20th February, says, with reference 

3 to the Durbhunga temple case, that Govern- 

The Durbhungs temple case. ment should come to a ade e 5 cle 

f „ Now that the Commissioner has concluded hid inves iga- 
8 7 send up the papers to Government with all possible haste, 
and the Government should pass orders in the matter as soon as practicable, 
Por this is the only thing that can now allay the indignation of the Hindu 
community. Let the Chairman and the Vice-Chairman be punished here- 
alter, if they are found guilty, but it is absolutely necessary to reconstruct 


SauvaD PrRaBHAKAs, 
Feb, 20th, 1890. 


the temple without delay, if the excitement in the Hindu community is to be 


allayed. Government should avoid delay in passing orders in the matter. 
(9) —Ratlways and communications including canals and irrigation. 


27. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the llth February, says that people 
are suffering greatly on account of the destruc- 
— * u, Moog district. Des- tion of the bridge near Dasghara on the road 


from Chakdighi to that place. The newly 


established Local Board should attend to the matter. 


98, A correspondent of the Surabhi-o-Pataké, of the 13th February, 
complains that certain officers of the Eagi- 
_ Reductions in the railway office st neering Department of the East Indian Rail- 
* way Company at Raneegunge, the majority of 
whom are Bengalis on small salaries, have been dismissed without even the 
small compensation allowance which used to be formerly given on such 
occasions, with a view to effect retrenchment. Most of these dismissed 
officers have served the Company with credit for 30 to 40 years. It is often 
ween that such reductions are followed by the appointment of Europeans in 
the place of the dismissed employés. aes uc al 
29. The Bangabdst, of the 15th February, says that the Lieutenants 
0 Governor has at length been pleased to publish, 
: in the Calcutta Gazette, the report of the 
Sone Canal Commission with his own remarks thereon. The decision of 
Government, however, will not give satisfaction to everybody. 


(3) —General, | 
30. The Sakachar, of the 12th February, says that, in 


12th 0 deference to the 
u. Nate nenten famine relief by wish repeatedly expressed by the native press 


p that local bodies like Municipalities or District 
oards should be entrusted with relief arrangements, Government has issued 
a 2 directing that the District Boards will henceforward grant relief 
1 their own funds in seasons of scarcity, and that if the funds at 
4 7 do not prove sufficient for the purpose, they will obtain money 


ada “ the Provincial exchequer, and if that also does not prove sufficient, 
e exchequer of the Supreme Government. This reminds the writer 


ol the story of the sepoy wh ing along dusty ros 
under the noonday tes; who, while trudging homeward along dusty roads 


t havi 2 1 
alle ap hy immediately afterwards forced by a band of Eng 


misunderstood its purport.” | 


prayed to Ram Jee for a horse to ag! him home, 

of English artillery 

ici of on his back a foal which had been just brought forth by a 
are, ejaculated ‘Ram Jee has indeed heard my prayer, but he has quite 


BurDWaXk SansiIvant 
Feb. llth, 1890. 


Surnasnt-0-PaTaKa, 
Feb. 18th, 1890. 


. arrangement under which District Boards will have charge of the 


Meters: relief is indeed one to be glad of, and is certainly suited to 


or > the native press in one essential particular, namely, the source from 
District : money required for famine relief is to come. The income of the 


hinge . is small, and with that small income they have to do many 


he taxes from which their income is derived is levied for specific 


ndition of the country. But Government has misunderstood the 


* by * * 8 * ; 
* 1. . f 5 ; 
. ASSETS EBB IIA IA SOHAL EAE AC ALE NEPAL Ae en 


rr 


Sannvam, 
Feb, 15th, 1890. 
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g and cannot therefore be devoted to the purpose of famine relief 
Rh e Famine Fund has been swallowed up by the Government of India, 1, 
arrangement for the granting of money for relief purposes by the Government 
of India when the Provincial Government is unable to do so will, from in 
very nature, involve so much delay in the administration of relief that mam 
will die of starvation while applications for money are being forwarded fron 
the Provincial to the Supreme Government. It should therefore be rule 
that the license tax will be levicd by the District Boards, and that they vil 
make relief arrangements from the proceeds of that tax, and that, if ther 
be no famine for three succeseive years, the Boards willkeep in their hand 
the collections of one year and make over to Government the collections of 
the other two years. ; 

31. The members of the Balua Hitakari Sabha, in district Rune. 
Postal service at Baluain the Rung. pore, write to the Sudhakar, of the 14th Feb. 
pore district. ruary, as follows :— 
The place is the centre of an extensive trade, but its postal arrangement 

is very defective, the nearest post-office being at Mithapore, ten or twely 
miles from it. Only recently the place had a special peon employed for it fy. 
the purpose of making a daily distribution of letters, &e. The inconvenience 
to which the people of the place, and others coming for business, whore | 
number is not small, were put, led them, however, to petition the Superin 
tendent of Post Offices, Rungpore, first, and the Postmaster-General next 
for affording increased facilities for postal communication by the establish. 
ment of a village post office at Balua. They supported their petition by the 
statement that the bulk of the receipts of the Mithapore post-office ver 
contributed by Balua. Nothing has, however, yet been heard of the 
result of that petition. But the correspondents have come to know from very 
reliable sources that the scheme has been disapproved on the report of the 
Postmaster of Mithapore that Bulua and the neighbouring villages will be 
unable to pay for the maintenance of a separate post office at Balua, Herein, 
however, the Postmaster was certainly in error; for he should have not only 
taken into account the receipts of the Mithapore post office from Balus, 
but added thereto Balua’s contributions to the receipts of the Badagunge, 
Mahigunge and Nawabgunge railway post-offices, for the Balua people bare | 
recourse to one or other of those railway post-offices as they find convenient. 
In conclusion, the correspondents say that they must have been il 
advised in making the above petition. For, through some fatality whish 
they know not of, their letters, newspapers, parcels and even registered 
letters have ceased to be regularly delivered after the presentation of tha 
petition, 
32. The Santjvani, of the 15th February, says that it passes belief that 
Mr. Quinton, the new Chief Commissioner 

at 2 A highhandedness of the of Assam, has thought fit to return uneonti 
dered a memorial of the Nowgong Ryo 
Association, setting forth certain complaints of the people against the enn 
officers, and that he has expressed great dissatisfaction at this action of he 
Association, The Association has, however, resolved upon forwarding be 
memorial to His Excellency Lord Lansdowne. The memorial may fel 1 
its object; but His Excellency will not, it is sure, reject it, considering u 


eo Association counts among its members men of position and high ren 
ability. on 


$3. Referring to the case of the Postmaster of Shapore in Mymet> 
| singh (see Report on Native Papers for weet : 


5 the same paper says, that the Inspector u 
whom the investigation of the case was entrusted shows an inelinatios 


to 
perform the task in writing instead of coming over to the place peraonallt : 


The case of the Postmaster of Sha- 


( 978: :) 


will fail to elicit the whole truth from the witnesses, The 
N — desires the Inspector to come over to the spot and hold the 


investigation personally, and hopes that ia making such an insestigation he 


vill not allow himself to be influenced. by any other consideration than that 
of truth and justice. 


III.— Lo IsLAr TVE. 


34. The Sahachar, of the 12th February, says that the existenee 
3 . of a strong public opinion against any law 

ath agen ONES constitutes a sufficient ground for its repeal. The 
Calcutta Municipal Act ought certainly to be repealed. Fearful oppression 
b being committed under this Act, and summonses are being issued by the 
thousand from time to time. Tne Municipality is distraining the goods of the 


rate-payers without any authority from the law courts. The. rules relating 


to the building of houses made by the Calcutta Municipality are of a 
very rigorous nature. Health is a good thing, but it will prove a eurag 
instead of a blessing if the people have to obtain it at a cost absolutely beyond 
their means. Rigorous building regulations like these will be good for 
Calcutta when it has become as rich as London, and when the present 
practice of dividing small houses among co-sharers has ceased. 1155 

The native papers, and the only impartial paper among the Anglo- 
Indian newspapers, namely, the Indian Daily News, are calling for an 
amendment of the Act. And if this is not publie opinion, what is? The 
people have not indeed resorted to any violent measures. But that they 


have not done so is because they think that in the dependencies of England, 


s in England itself, the authorities always listen to public opinion. The 


Calcutta Municipal Act is perfectly Draconian in character, and is causing 


unspeakable hardship. A certain house has been assessed to a monthly tax 


of Rs. 500 under the new Acti Snubbed by Baboo Nandalal Bose, Siz 
Henry Harrison has got an Act passed by the Bengal Council. which is 


causing great hardship to the whole body of rate-payers. It is therefore. 


very desirable that the Legislative Councils should be reconstituted, Under 

the present constitution of those Councils, their European members can get 

any law passed which they may take it into their heads to pass. They are 

not themselves affected by laws relating to property, because they are birds 
of passage who live in rented houses. ee rigid 

35. The same paper, referring to the misappropriation of temple 

| money by the Mohanta of the Tripati 

n/t law for the protection of religious temple, says that, when the native papers 

) have for the last few years repeatedly called 

for a law for the protectioa of religious endowments, and ‘when 20 

much mischief arises from the mohantas regarding and treating temple 

property as their own ancestral property, Government, ought got to make 

au more delay in legislating upon the subject, A Oommittee should be 


appointed for the purpose of protecting religious endowments, To that 
Committee the mohantas should be made subordinate and should render 


accounts, and that Committee will spend for the public: benefit the surplus 


money left after defraying all the temple expenses, ‘The passing of such 


‘law will not amount to interferenge with religion, The natives will 


. manage tem ple property, and Government will simply authorise 
0 80. pl. Moris 


Sachs, 
Feb. 12th, 1890. 


SaHACHAR, 
Feb. 12th, 1890. 


36. The Surabhi-o-Pathké, of the 13th Febr uary, says that the pro- . Sonasm-o-Pazans, 


* 


| posed amendments in the Indian Factories 

ries Act, „ mend the Indian Fe. Acct will not produce any serious mischief, anc 

N are therefore not very objectionable. But 
wil Manchester remain satisfied with these concessions? ? 


Feb. 18th, 1890. 


SamMvad Paasaakar. 
Feb. 15th, 1890. 
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87. The Samaya, of the 14h February, says that Mr. Scoble hn 
introduced bis Bill to limit the hours of wo, 

The Bill to amend the Indian Fae in Indian factories with the pretended oben 
eee: : of benefiting factory laborers. But the I 


object of this Bill has been given out by Sir James Fergusson, who my 
that the Rill, if psssed, will benefit not only the female laborers in ih 
Bombay factories, but also the manufacturing industry of Lancashire, The 
factory labourers of India bave never complained to Government of hard 
work. The real object of the Bill, therefore, is to render the Bombay 
mill-owners, who are now served by labourers who work longer tha, 
English factory labourers, and for lower wages than what the latter receir, 
incapable of competing with the Manchester mill-owners. And 80, instead 
of benefiting the Indian factory laborers, the Bill will rather injure them, fy 
with shorter hours of work they will get smaller wages. The action of 
Government in this matter reminds one of the stork in the fable, who ip. 
veigled himself into the confidence of the fish in the pond by benevolen 
professions in order only to eat them up one after another. 
88. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 15th February, is glad to see thy 
The Bill for prevention of crueltyto 4&0 amended law is being enacted for the | 
animals. prevention of cruelty to animals, which vil 
have uniform application throughout British India; but there are some 
points on which the Bill is not so clear as might have been desired. The 
Bill, for instance, provides that avy person who cruelly and unnecessarily 
bests, overdrives, overloads, or otherwise ill-treats any animal shall be 
punished. The Bill should have been so clear on the point of beating, as to 
specify that no other than a particular sort of whip should be used. 4 
standard should also have been fixed as to the maximum load that a 
animal might be made to carry; and there should have been some speci- 
fication as to what would constitute overdriving. Lastly, exception should 
be taken to the clause relating to causing pain or suffering to an anim. 
Hindus and Mussulmans have to cause pain or suffering to certain animal 
for the sake of their religious ceremonies, and these cases should be expressly 
exempted from punishment under the new law. 


VI.—MIsCELLANEOUS. 


89. The Sahachar, of the 12th February, considers it a matter of 
Agricultural improvement in Yrejoicing that Government has found time to 
Bengal. think of the improvement of Indian agricul: 
ture even at this present time, when it is so occupied with the extension of 
railways in Beluchistan, and with preparations for the Chin-Lushai vir. 
But Government has made a mistake by bringing to this country Professor 
Voelcker who is a great authority on scientific agriculture. The Indian 
cultivators are in no need of such deep scientific knowledge of the consti- 
tuents of different kinds of soil as is possessed by that eminent. authority. — 
Such kaowledge of the Indian soil as is possessed by the Indian’ agricultoral 
officers is sufficient for the requirements of the Indian cultivators. Agaid, ' 
the experience gained in Germany and America shows that cultivation bs 
very little to do with the constituents of the soil. The Indian cultivator 
appreciates the value of manure, and the manuring system is being more and 
more extensively introduced into Bengal. The poor Indian cultivators.ate 
not in a position to buy steam ploughs, nor does the Indian soil require auc) 
2 It will, however, be a decided improvement if the Oawnpore ot 

adras plough is used everywhere in India. The agricultural improvement 
which will be most useful at present is the cultivation of good crops a 
places where they are not grown at present, such as the cultivation of the 
Santragachi of in other places in India, the cultivation of cucumber and 
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aber frait 

— of beels in the summer. 
improvements 7 

of Government, 

in Madras. 


pression upon ine 
ms to harass them by 


send a reporter to those places. | ieee (ol es ate 
It is said that the ryots of Magura and Jhenidah have memorialised 
Government for redress. But the procedure followed in the Government 


offices in regard to such memorials is so dilatory that many ryots may be 
ruined, or may even run the risk of losing their lives before theis memorial 
reaches the Lieutenant-Governor- It is therefore to be desired that the 


Lieutenant-Governor should, without waiting for the arrival of the memorial, 
institute an enquiry into the o 1 of the planters as described in 


the press. Mr. Luson should also be transferred as an experimental measure. 
His transfer will be beneficial to himself. ese ee Ls | 
that it is 4 noteworthy 


The ou etirem ) ae „ 
Steuart Bayloy retirement of Sir Chief Commissio 


SuRaBHI-0-PaTaka. 
Feb. 18th, 1890. 


Samara, 
Feb. 14th, 1890, 


SaNJIVANI. 


( “Ree ') 


tunate event for Bengal if Sir John Edgar and Sir Steuart Bayley leave Benpy 
together. The reason of His Honow’s early retirement is not yet know, 
But if it be any other than ill-health, all Bengal should unite in requesting 
him to stay out his full term of office. ab 
48. The same paper ie glad to hear from Assam that sermons wer 
3 delivered to — ee a 3 2 tes. 
Treatment of eoolies in a teag ardens in the district of Shibsagar (th 
Oe ee roperty of Baboos Durgamohun ‘Das 2 
Anandamohun Bose) by the Bengali managers on the occasion of the Brahma 
festival, called the Maghotsad, on the 11th and 14th Magh (B. E.), and that 
after the usual Sankirtans they were feasted with dadhi (curd milk) and chert 
(beaten rice). What a happy day would it be when the managers of all the 
tea-gardens will endeavour in this way to ameliorate the moral condition of the 
poor unlettered coolies. If the managers of other tea-gardens had followed 
the example of the managers of the Monai estate in their treatment of coolies 
the country would have by this time heard the last about coolie oppression, 
44. The same paper says that 7 to 7 ha. English 
, authorities the poverty of the Indian people 
e e ene, high rate at which — 
increases among them. And it is stated in support of this view that eren 
the man who is absolutely without any resources has a family of seren 
children to support. This, if true, is undoubtedly a serious charge against 
the Indians, Lord Dufferin himself in his famous speech at St. Andrews 
Dinner, the speech, by the way, in which His Lordship cast keen darts of 
sarcasm at the National Congress, asked if there was any country in the 
world so beset with the danger of a disproportionate multiplication of its popu 
lation as India. Is it true, then, that the soil of India is unable, as is alleged, 
to yield sustenance for its rapidly increasing population ? The Indian people 
are no doubt multiplying rapidly; but are the other countries of the world 
not multiplying in the same way, and have not many European countries 
outstripped India in this respect? But their people are not so poverty. 
sticken as Indians. The following table will show the rate of increase of 
population in the European countries and in India :— 


England ... mr a 87 per cent. per annum. 5 


France or ‘is ve 2 ditto. 
Holland ces jaa 0 ditto. 


German 
Denmar 
Sweden 
7 
pain 
Austria 
India 


This makes it clear that, compared with the rate of increase in the 
European countries, the Indian rate is very small. And yet the people of 
India are denounced as possessing a special aptitude for multiplication. 
Admitting, for the sake of argument, that the rate of increase is large in 
India, it is hard to understand how the poverty of the Indian people arises 
from this one circumstance only. Their poverty would have been intelligible 
if there had been no spare soil in India to bring under cultivation, or if the 
mineral wealth of the country had been exhausted. But the case is nots. 
India still possesses thousands and thousands of miles of uncultivated fertile 
tracts, and her mineral wealth is yet far from being exhausted, and other 
possible sources of her wealth have not yet failed. The statement that 
increase of population increases people's poverty is also complete) 
disproved by the well-known case of England and France whose wealth hs 
increased with the increase of their population. Why, then, are Indias 
poor if India still possesses interminable tracts of fertile land, from tbe 
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duce of which, if cultivated, she can supply the whole world with oil, 
* and jute, and if even her present exports, rice and wheat, run up to 
in figures like 8.40, 00, 000 maunds and 2,40,00,000 maunds respectively 5 
y clear then that the poverty of the people of such a rich country is not 
Ane to excessive multiplication, but to the fact of cultivation not keeping pace 
sith that multiplication. Indians would not have been poor if they had, as 
yey increased in number. brought more and more land under cultivation. 
45, The Navavibhdkar Sddhdrant, of the 17th February, is sorry to 
find no mention of India in the Queen's 
3 recent speech on the occasion of the re-open- 
og of Parliament. The writer had hoped that some mention would be 


India in the Queen’s speech. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR. 
SaDHARANI, 


Feb. 17th, 1890. 


sade of India, at least with reference to the reception accorded to Prince 


Albert Victor in this country. But he has been disappointed. 8 
46. The Sar Sudhdnidhi, of the 17th February, deplores all omission 


5 of India from the speech from the throne 
ann, on the occasion of the last re-opening of 
atliament. Mention was made in the speech of almost all other depen- 
dencies of Her Majesty, and only India was left out. But it should be 
emembered that the Indian people are among Her Majesty's most loyal 
subjects, and India is the brightest diadem in her crown, and that it is 
India which has enabled her to adorn herself with the title of Empress. 


Unrra Papers. 


47. The Editor of the Val Dipikd, of the Ist February, in writing 
Officers to be employed in the Orissa about the ensuing re-settlement of Orissa, 
settlement. observes as follows :-— 

It is generally found that tbe salaried officers perform their duties more 
satisfactorily than the jaghirdars. ‘Tne former are anxious to win the good 
opinion of their superiors, lest they should subject themselves to various 
kinds of punishment, while the latter have no such considerations to guide 
or control them. Tne fact of their having no fixed pay or chance of 
promotion prevents them from performing their duties with attention. The 
patwaris are, generally speaking, uneducated. It may, perhaps, be asked, 
how did the sarbarakars of Banki and Angul, who are men of the same 
educational status as the patwaris, conduct the survey work in those mehals ? 
In answer to this, we have been informed, says the writer, that these 
sarbarakars, at their own expense, had the work done by the agency of 
amins having a knowledge of ‘surveying. The patwaris are poorer and 
less educated than the surbarakars. They have further no future prospects 
to look to, for, under the existing patwari regulations, the patwari system 


will have to be done away with at the next re-settlement. It is therefore 
ene that they should, like the sarbarakars, evince any interest in 
r work, „„ 


It may be supposed by some that the patwaris, being the underlings 
of the zemindars, must look to the interests of the latter, but such a 
“Upposition will not hold good in all cases. The patwaris, on the occasion 
of their nomination, do seek the patronage of their zemindars, whom they 
re by offering ample salamés, but when they have gained their object, 

en 


‘alamis from their patroni 


was manifested in Mr. Ravenshaw’s time, when the patwart 


; 2 mitted. Hence it cannot be expected that the patwari will onourably 
charge this work of vital importance. The editor then proceeds to 
Point out the unreasonableness and im 


undertake the work, and in the course-of his remarks on the subject. he 
questions the t 


rustworthiness of the surbarakars of Banki and Aug U wi 


* 
$4 aba 


a had to 


he time comes, they on their part do not scruple to exact 
zing zemindars. Such conduct on their part 


propriety of appointing the surbarakare 


SaRSODHANIDHI, 
Feb. 17th, 1890. 


UTKALDIPIEA, 
Feb. Ist, 1990. 


Umra- o- 


NavVasaMvaD, 
Jan. 20th, 1800. 


Dipaka 


Feb, 1st, 1800. - 


BaLasors 
SaMBADVAHIES, 
Jan 30th, 1890. 


PaRIDARSHAKE, 
Feb. 10th, 1890. 


PaRIDARSHAK. 


PaBIDARSHAE. 


employed on survey work connec 
hearst 


( 178 ) 


with those mehals, and concludes by 
bserving that it is both unreasonable and unjust to entrust the surbarakam 
with the work. i 


48. The editor of the Nr 4 29th January, 
. in an article | “the Text-book Com- 
et tear books for O.: mittee,” dwells on the hardship and incon- 
venience to which pupils will be subjected if the Committee does not 
publish the list of text-bookg immediately before the examination, and en- 
treats the Oommittre to pay due attention to the size, quality, suitability, 
and cheapness of text-bo»ks on the occasion of their selection. 
409. The Dipaka, of * . 2 hopes 3 at the * 
0 n will not hesitate to follow the 
sony head neg ty Sarr lg policy opted by His Excellency the Governor 
| of Bombay, who has been pleased to rule 
that the Cnief and Under-Secretaries and other higher officers connected 
with Government should not be allowed to continue to hold their respective 
posts at the same place for more than five years. 5 
50. The editor of the Balasore Sanbidvdhikd, of the 30ch January, 
3 4 great stress on the absolute necessity 
| of spreading zenana education in this 
country, and remarks that such an undertaking can only succeed through 
the exertions of those interested in the welfare of the country. He 


therefore beseeches all patriotia men to come forward and take up the 
matter in right earnest. 


Tun Assam Parzns. 


51. The Pastdarehak, of the 10th February, says that the Municipal 

5 budget of Sylhet for 1890-91 has been adopt- 

18.01. Vhet Municipal budget for ed with hot haste and without a due consi- 
deration of the protest of the rate-payers. 

A meeting was held by the Chairman on the 23rd January for taking that 
protest into consideration and finally adopting the budget, but proper notice 
of the meeting was not previously given to the Commissioners. It is to be 
hoped that the Chief Commissiorer will, before sanctioning the budget, 
enquire why it was passed so irregularly. 
It is also hoped that the Chief Commissioner will carefully consider 

the memorial whieh the rate-payers propose submitting to him, protesting 
against the budget for 1890-91, as many people will otherwise have to leave 
the town in consequence of the exorbitant increase which has been made 
in taxation. The general rate is going to be increased ftom 6 to 12 annas, 
and the rate-payers will have to pay in addition to it the rate for the re- 
moval of night-soil, and if, over and above this again, they are made to pay 
a water-rate, the taxation of the Municipality will undoubtedly become 
tyrannical in character. . 
52. The same paper is 2 to find ya some fen om 

„  gioners. bave, through party-spirit, indiscreeti 
Sylhet ns OF the carriage-tax in Caused the carriage-tax’ to be doubled, a pro- 
ceeding which will have the effect of dimin- 

ishing the number of vehicles available in the town, which is already not 
53. The same paper, in 88 of Ms article on 1 — 3 J on 

tal Service (see Report on Native Papers for 

Sree eee week ending the 8th February. paragraph 55), 

says that all land suits in Assam are now practically decided by the amis 
who are entrusted with the work of local investigation, survey, &., of the 
lands in dispute. It is absolutely necessary for the ends of justice, therefore, 


( a9 ) 


& admins shout be above suspicion. But the case is just the 
445 The mses. ure feared by the. people more. than the poliee * * m- 


ret, snd-with good teason} for-these unscrupulous men. are sometimes: 
und to threaten people by saying that the. decision lies in their hands, and 


4% will be sold to the party who will make the highest bid for ib. 
3 The Sub-Deputies e a very curious. elass. of officers. This 
service is recruited partly; hom the eduegted classes and partly from the 
uneducated ministerial officers: The service can boast of a few educated men, 
thanks to the examination stem; but, unfortunately, Government has again 
taken to appointing men to this service by favours and one can easily guess 
how justice, civil and criminal, will be dispensed in these parts, when these 
‘asufficientiy educated men are entrusted with that work. E 

Tne writer therefore recommends that a new service, called the Sub- 
Mussifship, be created, and that its members be first entrusted with the 
work which is now performed by the amins, and also with thé disposal of 
petty cases triable in a Court of Small Causes. ss 5 

The tediousness of a lawsuit and its attendant expenses are deterriag 
people from seeking justice in the law courts. Unless Government can 
speedily see its way to removing these evils, it is very probable that people 
will go back to their old panchayet system. Fa 


x 


54. The same paper says that the Tehsildar of Hatai Punjee, in the 
) _. Pathaikandi tebeil, in the sub-division of 
A complaint against a tehaildar in Karimgunge, acting against the standing rule 


sess of Government, has assessed the lands of the 


Tipras of that place, who have newly settled there and taken to regular 
cultivation in the very first year of the settlement at rents assessable under 
Government's rule in the fourth year of the settlement. This tract was granted 
to the Tipras by an order of Mr. Porteus on the 15th February 1886, with the 
view of training them in the art of cultivation, of which they were ignorant. 


The action of the tehsildar will have the effect of damping the energies of 


the Tipras at the very commencement of their venture. It is hoped that the 


x * 


Sub-divisional Officer will enquire into the ‘matter. 


55. A correspondent of the same paper re- 
Ine cases of police oppression in ports 'the following cases of police oppression 
ssam. : P | 2 - a f 5 * . 3 
: from ‘Sinllong ~~. ite aa 


(1). A few days ago, a servant of Baboo Kaliprasanna Coatterjee, 
Head Assistant to the Inspector-General, purchased a cocoanut from a 
Mahomedan. The cocoanut, which was chosen by the servant ‘himself, . was 
found to be rotten, and was brought back in order to be exchanged for a 
good one. The Mahomedan,.however, refused to give a better one, on the 
ground that the nut had been selected by the purchaser himself, and not 
by him; and then, when Kaliprasanna Baboo himself failed to persuade 
the man with threats to gire a good nut and was returning home, he met 
Baboo Benimadhab Mitra, Inspector of Police, on the way. Beni Baboo, 
who is a little too fond of his authority as head of the Joos! poliog, and was 
in high spirits for the good opinion expressed regarding him by the Deputy 
Commissioner, which by the way he had secured by making that officer a 
Christmas present of cakes, ordered the Mahomedan with all his goods to be 
immediately taken to the thana, where it is reported he was confined for 
a good many hours. The Mahomedan bas memorialised the Deputy Com- 
missioner against this high-handed action of the Inspector, but the Deputy 
Commissioner has not yet passed any orders in the matter. The Inspector 
is Justifying his action by saying that the Mahomedan committed a. public 
Duisance by opening a shop on the roadside; but he forgets that the 
Mahomedan has held his-shep there unmolested. for a.namherof.zeare. » 
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erxtorting a confession from him, he having been 
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_ (2). A-vervant of the second teacher of the ‘Cherapunji School has 
etitioned the Deputy Commissioner against the Police Sab-Inspector, 
hib Charan Roy, son of the Extra Assistant Commissioner Baboo Jiban 
Roy, for having kept him immersed in a mountain spring for the purpose of 
of a theft which 
had occurred at the station. He became senseless after a while, when he 
was taken out, to be restored to life after careful treatment. 


56. The same paper recommends that advertisements relating to the 

Publication of sale notices in Assam. Säle Of estates valued at upwards of Rs. 500 

| “~~ be published in the Assam newspapers, and 

not simply in the Assam Gazette as at present. The same course, says the 

writer, may be followed in regard to estates sold in execution of Civil Court 
decrees, with benefit to the judgment-debtor. | 

57. A correspondent of the same paper puts the following questions 

to the Chairman of the Sylhet Municipality in 

a by the Sylhet regard to the cutting down of the trees on the 

| side of the tank known as the Doctor's 

tank ” :-— | 

(I).—Was it proper to cut down the trees before the Chairman’s 
2 on the protest of a Commissioner had been complied 
wit 

(2).ä— Why was not the order passed on the memorial of those who 

found the trees useful to them cemplied with) 

(3).— Did not the Chairman act disrespectfully towards the Deputy 
Commissioner by cutting down the trees before answering 
the latter's letter ? : 

(4).—-Did not the Chairman show his weakness by sending up to 
the Deputy Commissioner only those papers which he 

. thought would justify his action, and by holding back the 
papers which might not bear bim out? 


It is believed that the Chairman would have been taught a lesson if he 
had had to deal with any other Deputy Commissioner. than the present 
one. 

The correspondent then goes on to say that the trees on the 
bank of the Topkhana tank and the Kasthaghar tank have been similarly 
hewn down, whilst those on the side of the Nawab /alao have been 
left untouched. If the water of the Doctor’s tank can be polluted by 
the leaves of the trees standing on its banks falling upon the cresses with 
which it is covered, much more will the water of the Nawab falao be pol- 
luted by the leaves of the much larger trees around it finding their way 
far down into its bottom. Why, then, are the trees around the two tanks 
so differently treated P 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 
The 22nd February 1890. 7 
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